BP Oil Disaster: Restoration & Recovery

Timeline of Past & Future Events
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This resource provides a timeline of events related
to three key Gulf restoration and recovery processes:

Under the Qil Pollution Act, the parties responsible for an oil spill
must pay to restore the natural resources damaged by it. The
amount the parties must pay is determined through a legal
process called a Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA).

The Deepwater Horizon NRDA has been in progress since 2010,
and is overseen by federal and state natural resource trustees.

The parties responsible for an oil spill face civil and possibly
criminal penalties for violating the Clean Water Act. The RESTORE
Act, which was enacted in July 2012, diverts 80% of any civil and
administrative penalties paid in connection with Deepwater
Horizon to Gulf ecosystem and economic restoration.

The Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council created by the
RESTORE Act has replaced the Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration
Task Force that President Obama established in October 2010.

The parties responsible for the oil spill must compensate people,
businesses, and governments for related economic losses. In
addition, individuals can file lawsuits for medical injuries caused
CLAIMS & by the oil spill or cleanup. Hundreds of lawsuits and claims have
been filed.

LITIGATION o S
The U.S. Department of Justice is engaged in litigation with the

PROCESS parties responsible for the spill for removal costs, damages under
the Oil Pollution Act, and civil penalties under the Clean Water
Act. The government reserved the right to add new claims and
defendants in the future.
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Gulf Coast Restoration: Timeline
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Gulf Coast Restoration: Timeline
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Upcoming Events

The following events are expected in the coming months as Deepwater Horizon
restoration and recovery processes continue to unfold in the Gulf. The public will

have the opportunity to engage in many of these.

20147
The Trustees will finalize the
Draft Phase Ill Early Restoration
Plan and Draft Early Restoration
PEIS.

Timing Unknown
Once released, the
programmatic environmental
impact statement (PEIS) for
Deepwater Horizon restoration
activities will be open for
public comment.

Timing Unknown
The amount the responsible
parties will pay for natural
resource restoration could be
determined via settlement. If
so, the “consent decree” — the
court judgment approving the
settlement — would be open

for public comment before it
is finalized.

20142
The Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration
Council approved its Final Initial
Comprehensive Plan on Aug. 28, 2013.
The Council must next develop a 10-
year funding plan and 3-year list of
activities to be funded.

20142
The U.S. Department of the Treasury
will release final procedures for
administering the RESTORE Act
Restoration Trust Fund.

Timing Unknown
In the case of a settlement of Clean
Water Act civil penalties (that have
yet to be resolved), the “consent
decree” — the court judgment
approving the parties’ settlement —
would be open to the public for
comment before it is finalized.

Jan. 20, 2015
The third phase of the BP civil trial,
which will determine Clean Water
Act penalties, is scheduled to begin
in New Orleans, LA.

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW INSTITUTE

2000 L ST NW, STE 620 * WASHINGTON DC 20036 * GULFOFMEXICO@ELI.ORG ~ WWW.ELI-OCEAN.ORG /GULF




